





The Vice President’s Speech (30" October 2004)

A warm welcome {o you all, guests past and current members to this our 20™ Anniversary celebra-
tions. For the benefit of our new members | would just like to give a brief history of how our club
came about, Qur story starts not in Sussex but in Lancashire, Wigan fo be precise, home of rugby
league and the Wigan Pier, and home of the local running club the Wigan Harriers. Approximately
20 years ago Wigan harriers were in turmoil and the chairperson, Colette Burgess {who if tr uth were
told was a bit of an old woman} anxiously called an emergency committee meeting. Her concemn
was with the latest batch of vests the club had received from the suppliers. The club's constitution
clearly stated the club ran in a black vest with & red diagonal stripe running from left to right but the
suppliers had printed the stripe running the opposite way. The chief coach Pat Turkey supported
. Colette's anxiety and they tumed to the club captain, Steve Overies for advice. He suggested con-
tacting the suppliers, and Colette did with great haste, but to no avail. The suppliers confirmed her
greatest fear and informed her that they were merely following the strict instructions given by the
regalia officer and that no refund was due. “It's that Godfrey Dipper that's to blame,” cried Colette
“all he thinks about is that computer of his. He's got some some grand idea about communicating
with people using computers by sending messages down telephone lines, it will never catch on.” But
help was at hand. At the heart of every successful club is an efficient club secretary and Wigan's
saviour was in the form of Doogie Cant {who could). In walked Doagie to inform the committee that
he had already sold the vests to a newly formed club in Sussex by the name of Hailsham Harriers.
{A frue story, although names have been changed to protect the innocent).

Hailsham Harriers were formed in 1984 by merging two existing outfits namely, Hailsham AC and
Landsdowne Striders. Who thought from such meagre beginnings that they would spawn such a
monster! After 20 years our main honours are within the Sussex Road running Grand Prix. We have
won the overall title a record six times, winning the men’s title nine times in the last ten years, and
having five different lady champions. We have also won the local East Sussex ¢ross -country league
seven times. Individual honours have been numerous but mention must go this week to Craig Ivemy
who was top of the junior rankings for both 3000m and 5000m.

It is great to see so many past members here tonight, for example, the past president Brian Cruddas and
past chaiman Barry Blackwell. The past ladies captain Frances Delves and her husband, former treasurer,
Kevin. There are other members who cant be with us, Derek Wells our current president (who formed the
Landsdowne Striders) and Karen and Tim Bowler who were there at the beginning. | would also like to pay
tribute to people who cant be with us for a different reason such as James Cox who was another original
member and our great fiiend John Faulds. We can't talk about our past without mentioning John who was
so influential to many of us, he will not be forgotten. All the people mentioned {and mare} have contributed
s0 much to past success and paved the way for such a bright future.

| can think of three things that have impressed me recently about our club:-

1. We're pro active. A couple of years ago we took a brave decision not to merge with a local at h-
letics club. Since then we embarked on a fierce recruitment campaign and as a result have in-
creased our membership by 68% since that time. Our membership is the highest it's ever been.

2. We come out fighting. Recently the Sussex AAA fried te put our club in the 2™ division of the
Sussex cross-country league. We not only complained vigorously but also responded with a fine
turn out at the first meeting. Thanks partly to the encouragement and drive of our new captain we
had in the senior race, an A team, B team, C team and vets team. We also now have two members
on the Sussex AAA committee so they don't fry the same trick again.

3. Any day of the week there is a Harrier to run with. | enjoy running with you all because | enjoy
your company, your humour, your honesly, your loyalty and most of alf value your friendship.

" | wish the friendly running club well tonight, let us celebrate our past and hope this is a springboard
for further success and enjoyment, | have a feeling the next 20 years will be just as special!

CAPTAIN'S CAPERS - OCTOBER

| know it's a bit late but, Captain's Capers from back in September..
DOWNS LINK RELAY: GUILDFORD TO BRAMBER CASTLE

| thought we may not get a team out to do this fun race what with it clashing with Bexhill
10k, people sucumbing to seasonal coughs and colds , injuries, other commitments etc.
But all was not lost with Ben Warren, Michael Coupe Paul Harris and myself we
managed a team.

For those of you who've never heard of this one, this was its 3rd year. The course is
mostly flat, off road and follows an old disused rail track for 32 miles. The race is divided
into 8 legs, so just 2 changeovers each...

The longest leg is 5 miles and the shortest 2 and a half approx. The team tried to
guestimate the time each leg would be run in o the next person could be warmed up
and ready. So leg 1 Mick, leg 2 Ben, leg 3 me, and leg 4 Paul, so far all was fine with
Mick leading on leg 1 and handing over to Ben, there was no stopping us.

All is going well, Paul's off on leg 4 and by now we'd gained a strong lead. Driving fo
change over point 5 to wait for Paul | pull up in the small carpark, get out and stretch my
legs (yes another 2 inches in length would be good!} Ben has got his feet up in the back
of the motor, eyes closed and Mick is having a coffee, lots of time to spare, or so we

While I'm stretching and staying warm | spot a lone runner on the trail coming toward
me, oh, looks like Paul, na too socon | think, but yes it's him! "Mick, Paul’s coming!" Ben
starts laughing, thinks I'm joking, Micks still half way through his coffee. "Mick, Paul IS
HERE!" | start laughing. Ben still thinks {'m joking. Mick’s still in trackster bottoms as
Paul runs up to me. "Slow down Paul Micks having a coffee”. Ben and | are cracking up
by now as Mick sprints off baton in hand {not the French type).

We won the race with 10 mins in hand, the 3rd in a row. Time 3.20. Go od weather, a win
and a giggle, good memories, what more can we ask for, a good result!

Roll on next year. We hope to have a Ladies, Vets and an A team.
Thanks guys
Your New Club Captain, Steve Avery

GOODWOOD X COUNTRY 16.10. 04

Thanks to all the Harriers who turned out for this first race of the Saturday Cross Country
League. Cool but dry conditions prevailed and everyone seemed to have a good race. It
was good to see some of the newer club members mucking in with the regular XC ad-
dicts!

| would particularly like to say "Wow!” to Sam Shanta, great to see you on the circuit
again and running so well!

Ben Warren finished a strong race 2nd overall, then that was that although it felt a bit

strange running after the ladies (generally | tire too easily these days!) | mean racing at
a time slot after theirs, one of the new innovations for this season.

The next XC is 27th November at Stanmer Park, Brighton. | hope to see as many as
possible of you there, the more the merrier. Let's keep the momentum and enthusiasm
going for the series.

(continued}






